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Summer is the time when Touchstones Nelson 
welcomes visitors from across the country and 

around the world. We’ve been tracking our visitor 
origins since opening the 502 Vernon Street facility 
in 2006. The pre-summer shoulder season is when we 
tend to see the most Europeans – Germans, Dutch and 
British tourists making their way through the province 
either coming 
from or headed 
to entry points 
like Vancouver 
and Calgary. In 
July and August, 
we see lots of 
families mostly 
from the Coast 
and Southern 
Alberta and 
more often of 
late from the 
Okanagan. During 
September the 
demographics 
change and we 
see more seniors. 
Visitors from 
the U.S. tend to 
come more in the 
autumn and winter seasons and in the last few years 
we’ve noticed an increase in visitors from Mexico and 
Brazil. 

Summer programming at Touchstones Nelson often 
focuses on local history, which is of particular interest 
to our visitors as well as members like you. This 
summer is no exception. In June, we’ll be launching 
Baker Street: Then and Now (and The Future of 

Heritage?), a provocative new exhibit that examines 
the architectural evolution of Baker Street. Don’t miss 
the online content for this exhibit as well as programs 
featuring local experts on heritage and design. At 
the same time, we are excited to present Vancouver-
based artist, Landon Mackenzie in Gallery A. Landon 
is well known on the national art scene. Her work 

is in the 
collections of 
the National 
Gallery of 
Canada, 
Art Gallery 
of Ontario, 
and the 
Vancouver 
Art Gallery, 
among 
others. She 
is currently 
a visual arts 
professor 
at the 
Emily Carr 
University 
of Art and 
Design; is 

an artist-
in-residence at the Banff Centre; and has been a 
workshop leader at the Emma Lake Artist’s Workshop. 
We hope her visit to Nelson will both inspire and 
inform visitors about important artistic practices from 
outside the region. 

Please join us this summer for some great 
programming. Don’t forget to bring your visiting 
friends and relatives!

Executive Director’s Message — by Leah Best _______________
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Horse Race on Baker Street, 1898



Baker Street Then and Now  
(and the Future of Heritage?) 

June 23 to September 9. Gallery B
Curator: Rod Taylor
Opening Reception:  Friday, July 13, 7-9pm  
Members Preview: 6:30pm

Landon Mackenzie: Mapping History
July 14 to September 16, 2012. Gallery A
Curator: Jessica Demers

Opening Reception:  Friday, July 13, 7-9pm  
Members Preview: 6:30pm
Artist Talk: Saturday, July 14, 1pm

Exhibitions June - September 2012

Nelson is unusual since its inception, it 
has managed to retain a main street 

that has consistently been a vital and 
dynamic part of the community. Since being 
re-discovered in the early 80’s, the historic 
buildings and pedestrian-friendly downtown 
continue to characterize the heritage 
that the city has become so well known 
for. This exhibit will feature a montage of 
past and present photos of many of the 
historic buildings on Baker Street from the 
Touchstones Nelson‘s Shawn Lamb Archives, 
as well as considering other examples of what 
heritage may look like as we move further 
into the 21st century.

L andon Mackenzie’s 
enormous paintings 

(average 7 x 10 feet) 
dazzle the senses 
with layers of vibrant 
colour, intricate 
meandering lines, 
clusters of dots and 
radiating shapes. 

What appears at first 
to be purely abstract 
is actually informed 
by Mackenzie’s 
research into Canadian 
history, geography and 
cartography. Continents, 
time zones, satellites 
and shipping routes 
overlap into complex 

networks, forming a 
new vision of place and 
history. This combination 
of the sheer beauty of 
painterly abstraction with 
intellectual depth and 
has lent her work broad 
appeal. 

Currently residing in 
Vancouver, Mackenzie has 
garnered national and 
international acclaim for 
her work including many 
commissions and awards. 
Mapping History will 
feature some of her most 
celebrated large scale 
paintings, as well as a 
selection of other work.
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Fields Department Store and Sonja’s China Cabinet,
400 block of Baker Street

Circa 1970’s. Collection of Touchstones Nelson 

Vancouver at the Centre of the World
Landon Mackenzie

Acrylic on linen • 78.7”x118.1”
2009 • Photo: Scott Massey

Baker Street Revitalization Project
Talk By Bob Inwood

Thursday, July 19 at 7pm



The Nelson and District 
Credit Union (NDCU) 

has been an outstanding 
supporter of the Society’s 
annual exhibition schedule 
from day one of the 
Society’s move to the 502 
Vernon Street facility. 
The NDCU’s interest in 
the exhibitions presented 
at Touchstones Nelson 
goes beyond just funding. 
NDCU staff tour every new exhibit and NDCU also 
sponsored the installation in 2010 of John McKinnon’s 
sculptural marker that honours the intersection 
of Ward and Vernon streets. In 2010, the Society 
worked closely with the NDCU to develop an exhibit 
in Gallery B on the history of the Credit Union in 
Nelson. In addition to supporting the Society’s 

exhibitions, the NDCU is a 
community partner in many 
local initiatives including 
the soon-to-be-realized 
skate park. The NDCU has 
an endowment established 
with the Osprey Community 
Foundation from which it 
also allocates funds for 
community projects. 
“At NDCU we have a long 
history. From cash box to 

community cornerstone, your community Credit 
Union has been Nelson, Rossland and the East Shore’s 
local credit union for decades. Based on a history as 
an alternative to the banks, NDCU has grown from a 
modest beginning to an innovative, community-based 
financial co-operative. We believe the key to our 
success has been our membership.” – NDCU website

Cowan’s Office Supplies 
is a family-run business 

that has served Nelson 
residents for forty years. 
In 1972, Gordon Cowan 
moved his family including 
wife, Jill, and six children 
to Nelson from Calgary and 
purchased an office supply 
business. 
Gordon revived the 
business under the new 
Cowan’s Office Supplies name and became well 
established in the community, including having 
two more children (current owner, Paul Cowan was 
born in Nelson). The business eventually relocated 
to its current premises and an art department was 

established in 2002, and 
expanded in 2006. This 
particular department was 
designed to support all 
artists, from beginner to 
professional. More recently, 
Cowan’s has added artisan 
supplies including clay and 
fabric dyes. The art supplies 
department is the biggest in 
the Kootenays. 
Sensitive to its role as 

community partner, Cowan’s uses the funds it earns 
on recycling inkjet and toner cartridges to donate to 
various local charities including in 2011 the recent 
CT Scanner campaign and, of course, to sponsor 
Deborah Thompson: Tales from the Underworld.

Sponsor Profiles

Nelson and District Credit Union

Cowan’s Office Supplies

Premiere Exhibition 
Sponsor 2007-2012

Total Investment to 
date: $50,000

Exhibition Sponsor for Deborah Thompson:  
Tales from the Underworld  
(April 21 – July 8, 2012) 
Member/Public Opening Attendance: 351
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Tales & Rails: Art Joyce Talk & Electric Tram Barn Tour __

Touchstones of Nelson Celebrates 10 years _______
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April 2012 marked the ten year anniversary 
of Greg Scott’s bi-weekly history column 

now published in the Nelson Star. Begun in 
2002 to mark the 100th year of the Nelson 
Daily News, Greg Scott has since spent 
hundreds of hours browsing the original 
newspapers held in Touchstones Nelson’s 
Shawn Lamb Archives and has faithfully 
researched and written approximately 450 
columns. 

Touchstones Nelson congratulates Greg on 
this admirable achievement! Thank you for 
keeping our history alive and relevant!  

Greg Scott examines an old volume of the Nelson 
Daily News as he prepares his next Touchstones of 

Nelson column. Photo: Greg Nesteroff.

Talk at Touchstones Nelson (Shawn Lamb Archives): 1pm
Entry to View Electric Tram “Barn” and Car #400: 2:30-4:30pm
Tickets: $10 per person (includes talk, tour and tram ride)

On Sunday, June 10th local historian, Art Joyce, will give a talk on the subject of Nelson’s public 
transportation history – including its fabulous electric trams and its less celebrated but still vital buses. 

Learn not just historical dates but some of the social and political issues that Nelson City Councils had to deal 
with over a century of providing public transportation.

Following the talk at Touchstones Nelson, the Tram “Barn” will be open for touring. Ticket holders can ride 
streetcar #23 to check out the Electric Tram Barn and visit Car #400. Makes a great pre Father’s Day present!

Heritage Home Tour ______________________________

After six successful years presenting the annual heritage home tour, Touchstones Nelson is reorganizing this 
program as a bi-annual event. With a dwindling inventory of homes (and homeowners ready to sign up) 

we’ve decided to develop a new heritage event beginning in 2014 to partner with the traditional tour. Let us 
know if you have an exciting heritage program idea! 

Look for the Heritage Home tour to be back in 2013, in Upper Uphill.

Heritage Home Salons ____________________________

This summer, Touchstones Nelson will present a series of heritage salons to take place in some of Nelson’s 
finest homes. Enjoy tea and tasty treats served by Society volunteers in stunning settings, while listening 

to a literary reading and enjoying a private art show. Tickets and further details for the July salon will be 
available in late June. 
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Archives & Collections — by Laura Fortier _________

The Shawn Lamb Archives has successfully 
completed another digitization project. As you 

may recall in the last issue of CONNECT, student 
Alexander Dawkins from the University of British 
Columbia’s School of Library, Archival and Information 
Studies was about to begin the Renwick’s Portrait 
Studio Collection digitization project funded by the 
BC Arts Council. Renwick’s Portrait Studio Collection, 
which consisted of approximately 6000 negatives, 
oversized reproductions, and photographic proofs 
was appraised, researched, and preserved. This 
collection was in urgent need of attention since the 
negatives were taking up a great deal of space in our 
storage facility. Also, the cellulose acetate negatives 
were deteriorating due to the unstable nature of the 
material. It was necessary that the weeded collection 
be digitized and processed for cold storage. Not 
only did this project remove the harmful cellulose 
acetate negatives that existed in Renwick’s Portrait 
Studio Collection, it also created more storage in 
the archives. This freed space will now enable the 
archives to continue to grow and to welcome items 

that we would 
not have been 
able to accept 
prior to this 
project. 

The numerous 
portraits that 
form the basis 
of Renwick’s 
Portrait Studio 
Collection are significant to the visual history 
and heritage of Nelson. It is for this reason that 
there was an emphasis throughout the project on 
making them accessible. After the thousands of 
images were sorted and extra copies removed, the 
remaining negatives were digitized and uploaded with 
accompanying descriptions to the Touchstones Nelson 
Flickr® Photostream http://www.flickr.com/photos/
touchstonenelson/collections/72157629369881034. 
This site enables members of the community to tag and 
leave comments. Such tags and comments will help to 
expand the information that is presently compiled.

Glass pickle jar and cork lid c.1890s

A recent acquisition of note to the collection is 
a glass pickle jar with cork lid. It may appear 

to be an ordinary glass jar, but in reality, it is quite 
extraordinary. This particular jar has been at the 
bottom of Kootenay Lake for the last 113 years 
in the underwater wreckage of the S.S. City of 
Ainsworth.

On November 29th, 1898 the steamer left Nelson’s 
wharf for Bonners Ferry. It was a cold and stormy 
day, and the vessel floundered and sank near 
Crawford Bay. Nine people lost their lives. The 
vessel eventually drifted ashore. While lodged 
ashore it sustained further damage and when pulled 
off shore during salvage operations it took on water 
and sank. 

The vessel lay there until it was rediscovered by 
a joint effort of the Underwater Archaeological 
Society of British Columbia (USABC) and the 
Kootenay Lake Dambusters in 1988. In April of this 
year, the UASBC excavated the jar, which is one of 
thirty-four, some of which are still intact with their 
contents. It is the hope of the Society to add this jar 
to the Permanent Museum Exhibit in the near future.

Renwick’s Portrait Studio c.1960s
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Touchstones Nelson: Museum of Art and History • 502 Vernon St., Nelson, BC V1L 4E7
P 250.352.9813 • F 250.352.9810 • www.touchstonesnelson.ca

The Society recognizes the generous and ongoing support of the City of Nelson and the Province of British Columbia 
through the BC Arts Council and Gaming Revenue and premiere exhibition sponsor Nelson & District Credit Union.

City of Nelson

STAFF DIRECTORY
Executive Director: 
 Leah Best—director@touchstonesnelson.ca
Curators (shared): 

• Rod Taylor—rod@touchstonesnelson.ca or  
 exhibitions@touchstonesnelson.ca 
• Jessica Demers—jessica@touchstonesnelson.ca or 
 exhibitions@touchstonesnelson.ca

Archivist/Collections Manager: 
 Laura Fortier—collections@touchstonesnelson.ca

Visitor Services Manager: 
 Alex Dudley — shop@touchstonesnelson.ca
Executive Assistant, Volunteer/Membership Coordinator: 
 Linda Sawchyn — linda@touchstonesnelson.ca  
 or info@touchstonesnelson.ca

Touchstones Nelson’s newsletter                     development courtesy of Good Look Graphics 

The Shop — by Alex Dudley ____________________

The Shop is gearing up for another exciting summer, 
our favourite time of year! If you have visitors 

coming from out of town make sure to bring them by 
to pick up that perfect Nelson souvenir – whether it is 
a birdhouse made by a local wood worker, a print from 
our archives or a book of local photographs. We have 
something for every visitor!

Summer is the time for two of our favourite community 
events: ArtWalk and the EcoSociety Markets. Once 
again, we are very proud to be a part of ArtWalk, 
joining other local businesses as a venue for some of 
the many talented Nelson artists. We are still waiting 
for the details of this year’s ArtWalk so stay tuned for 
more information. We will also be part of the Baker 
Street Market again on occasional Wednesdays, so 
look for our table with goods from local artists, locally 
authored books, and other goodies. 

The gardens are planted and it’s time to enjoy 
our environment and with that in mind… we have 
noticed a creative trend lately, have you?  Local 
artists often claim nature as their inspiration and 
now they are finding ways to conserve and create 
with the environment in mind. We have zero waste 
wood jewellery, journals made from found paper and 
photographs, re-purposed leather purses and recycled 
wax candles, just to name a few. If you are an eco-
minded shopper, we are the shop for you!

Finally, the Shop wants to give our members more, 
so we have started a Monthly Product Feature. Each 
month a different product will be offered to you at a 
special discounted rate. In June, all mugs will be 15% 
off for members only – find the perfect one for Father’s 
Day! We will be informing members of future features 
by email, but please drop in and see what’s on offer.


