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The numbers seven and thirteen may be at opposite 
ends of the “good luck/bad luck” scale but for 

Touchstones Nelson they are both good numbers. 
2013 marks the beginning of the Society’s seventh 
year in operation at the 502 Vernon Street facility. 
At this point, Touchstones Nelson may be considered 
by some to have entered into an institutional phase 
of growth. This is true, in the best possible sense, as 
we are a stable operation with a great team of staff 
and volunteers, who have developed important and 
successful relationships with the many communities 
we serve. 

In lots of ways, though, it still feels like we are in a 
growth phase. Board, staff and volunteers still work 
very hard to constantly evaluate and incorporate new 
ideas, programs and practices into our planning and 
day-to-day routines. 

Every year we develop new relationships, discover 
new efficiencies to operate the facility for less 
(more on that later), present 
new exhibitions and public 
programs, tap into new 
grant and revenue 
sources, and refine 
our planning 
processes to 
achieve better 
results. 

There is always more work to do than people to do 
it. There is always a new challenge to meet, a new 
concept to test. Touchstones Nelson tries to balance 
programming risks with our core responsibilities – care 
of the collection, financial oversight, delivery of services 
and support for local and regional artists. We may not 
always get it right but it’s not for a lack of trying.

Our first major project in 2013 is the replacement of 
all incandescent light bulbs with new energy efficient 
LED bulbs. The LED bulbs are a solid return on 
investment and we thank Nelson Hydro, our project 
partner, for helping us achieve our goal of greener and 
more efficient operations. 

We are also introducing more public programming 
this year. The trade off is one less temporary art 
exhibition so we can redistribute our resources. More 
programming will provide more meaningful visitor 
experiences for temporary exhibitions as well as 

reaching out to new audiences who 
have been underserved 

in the past. These 
initiatives are reflected 
in our Updated Strategic 
Plan (2012-2014).

As always, please 
let me know your 
thoughts.     

Executive Director’s Message — by Leah Best _______________
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March 2 to June 9
Gallery A 
Curated by Jessie Demers

• Opening Reception: Friday, March 1, 7-9pm
• Members’ Preview: 6:30pm
• Artist Talk: Thursday, April 18, 7pm

Exhibitions February - June 2013

A collection of works spanning Winlaw  
 studio-based artist Graham Gillmore’s 

 career of over 30 years will be featured in I Love 
You, In Theory. Included are his iconic text-based 
paintings on panel, canvas and paper, alongside 
sculptures, and several new works. 

Gillmore’s text-based paintings appear at once 
elegant and gritty, carefully executed and 
spontaneous. From seductive poured paint 
surfaces akin to the abstract expressionist 
Morris Louis, to dense stacks of roughly drawn, 
encircled letters, reminiscent of Jean-Michelle 
Basquiat, his work has wide aesthetic appeal. 

The highly controlled router-carved block letters 
of his panel works contrast with the loose line 
quality of his paintings on canvas, described by 
artist William Rand “as if painted by the trunk of 

a baby elephant learning how to spell“.

The fragmented messages relayed in Gillmore’s 
paintings often contain a circular logic and searing 
irony, using humour and quick-fire wit to counter an 
undercurrent of loss, cynicism and discontent. His 
masterful manipulation of clichés, idioms and pop 
culture references moves the work from personal 
narrative to a more collective context. 

Originally from Vancouver, Gillmore moved to 
New York City in 1986. For the past 10 years he 
has divided his time between New York and his 
studio in Winlaw, BC. 

Throughout his highly successful career, 
Gillmore’s work has been shown primarily in 
private galleries. This will be his first exhibition 
in a public gallery in BC, and his first exhibition in 
the Kootenays.

Graham Gillmore: I Love You, In Theory

Good Review Bad Review (detail) 2005. Acrylic and paper on canvas. Photo: Bill Sheppard
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T   his exhibit features the work of 
graduating students from the 

Kootenay Studio Arts at Selkirk College. 

Student work from each of the four studios: Clay, 
Fibre, Jewellery & Small Object Design and Metal 
will be displayed. KSA’s programs place emphasis 
on the skills necessary to become a successful and 
professional arts practitioner. 

Hands-on studio work combined with the study of 
design, drawing, history, and professional practices 

leads to an in-depth understanding and 
refined ability to apply the essential 
elements for success in the industry.

Sadly, this will be the final year that the show is 
hosted at Touchstones Nelson. With their recent shift 
in focus to a one-year program, they have decided 
to pursue other opportunities that are more closely 
aligned with their current mandate. We do, however, 
wish them all the best and look forward to seeing the 
work of their students in other community venues. 

Kootenay Studio Arts at Selkirk College Graduation Exhibition

April 13 to June 2 
Gallery B • A guest curated exhibition

• Opening Reception: Friday, April 12, 7-9pm
• Members’ Preview: 6:30pm 

February 23 to April 7
Gallery B • A juried exhibition

Opening Reception: Friday, February 22, 7-9pm
Members’ Preview: 6:30pm  

Touchstones Nelson Members’ Show and Sale

June 15 to September 15 • Gallery A

Over the course of a year, Glenn Clark 
(Penticton) and Peter Corbett (Winlaw), will 

travel across northern BC, painting landscapes 
which would be impacted by the proposed 
Northern Gateway Pipeline. The paintings will be 
shown alongside pertinent information about the 
region and the scope of the pipeline project.

Abandoning Paradise: 
The Northern Gateways Project 

Glenn Clark & Peter CorbettGallery B
June 8 to September 8, 2013

This exhibit will celebrate the 100th anniversary 
of the firehall on Ward Street in Nelson, and 

document the many fires that have transformed 
our community over the decades.

History of Fire

Exhibitions February - June 2013

This salon-style exhibition will showcase the 
wide-ranging talent of the Gallery’s members, 

featuring work by over 60 local artists! It is 
Intended to be as inclusive as possible in order to 

encourage and support the Gallery’s members who 
make art. Much of the work will also be for sale, 
offering a great opportunity for current or aspiring 
art collectors.

Coming Up Later this Summer. . .
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Annual 
General 
Meeting

Wednesday, April 10 • 6:30 - 7:30pm

Please join the Board for the 
Society’s Annual General Meeting  

to be held in the lobby at 
Touchstones Nelson.

Financial statements for previous 
fiscal year (2012) will be available.

Members must be in good standing  
14 days prior to the meeting  

in order to vote.

Touchstones Nelson is celebrating this year’s 
annual Heritage Week with an Open House on 

Saturday, February 23. The Open House is sponsored 
by Nelson Hydro and will be the first opportunity for 

members and the general public to see the new LED 
light bulbs in all gallery and public spaces. Information 
about Nelson Hydro’s EcoSave program will be 
available. We hope you’ll join us for this free event! 

Heritage Week — February 18 - 24 • Open House — February 23
Good Neighbours • Heritage Homes and Neighbourhoods

Join photographer, Lindsay Ross, as she 
demonstrates the century-old process of 

wet plate collodion photography. Introduced in 
the 1850s, collodion photography replaced the 
first photographic development process – the 
daguerreotype. During the 1880s, the collodion 
process, with its cumbersome exposure time, 
was in turn replaced by dry gelatin processing. 
Examples of other early photographic processes, 
drawn from the collection of Touchstones Nelson, 
will also be on display.

Lindsay lives in Santa Barbara, California, where 
she runs her boutique studio, La Chambre 
Photographique.

Wet Plate Collodion 
Photography Demonstration
Thursday, March 7 at 7pm
Shawn Lamb Archives
$5 for members • $7 for non members

Back by popular demand! 
Corazón will perform several 

short concerts in Gallery A at 
Touchstones Nelson. 

Performance times are 2:30, 
3:00, 3:30, 4:00 and 4:30. 
Tickets will be available from 
Corazón and at Touchstones 
Nelson. Stay tuned for details.

Corazón Youth Choir Concert — April 7

Corazón Youth Choir performance at Touchstones Nelson, 2012

Programming 



Touchstones Nelson CONNECT • 5 • Winter & Spring Newsletter 2013

Two digitization projects were successfully 
completed in 2012: Renwick’s Portrait Studio 

Collection http://www.flickr.com/photos/
touchstonesnelson/collections/72157629369881034/ 
and Landscape Lost: Forestry and Life in the Duncan 
River Valley http://touchstonesnelson.ca/exhibitions/
wallace/ 

Two items of note made their way back to Nelson 
and have now been added to the Society’s collection: 
an Orilux World War I trench torch, which belonged 
to William Garland Foster, a Captain in the 54th 
Battalion and former editor of the Nelson Daily News; 
and the lifesaver from the MV Amabilis I, a boat used 
by the West Kootenay Forest Service.  

There are a couple of major digitization projects 
planned in 2013. The first, which was mentioned in 
the last issue of Connect, involves the digitization of 
one thousand cellulose acetate negatives from the 
Society’s collection. This project, which is funded by 
the Columbia Basin Trust, is of utmost importance 

because this type of negative deteriorates over time 
and must be preserved in another format. As the 
negatives are digitized they will be posted to the 
internet for public enjoyment and research. 

The second archives project, set to begin in May, 
is funded by the British Columbia Arts Council. An 
archives assistant will be digitizing the Stevens Studio 
Collection. Art Stevens and Alice Stevenson owned 
and operated Stevens Studio in Nelson from the 
1940s to the late 1980s. The collection photographs 
depict large industrial projects, Nelson businesses, 
scenic landscapes of the West Kootenay, portraits and 
scenes of the daily lives of Orthodox and Reformed 
Doukhobors. Stay tuned for more news on this project 
in an upcoming issue of Connect. 

Finally, last fall Alexandra McGown was hired as an 
archives assistant through a wage subsidy program 
funded by the Columbia Basin Trust. Alex, a full-
time student at Self Design High in Nelson, has been 
working part-time on various tasks including scanning 
photographic negatives and cataloguing artifacts. Alex 
will be working until the end of April so please come 
by and welcome Alex to the Touchstones Nelson team!

Archives & Collections — by Laura Fortier _________

Captain W. G. Foster’s Orliux. 

Alexandra McGown

Join us for the launch  
of this online project! 

Saturday, May 4 at 1pm  

in the lobby of Touchstones Nelson.
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The Shop — by Alex Dudley ____________________

The Shop ended 2012 with a couple of fun 
gatherings and some community spirit. We 

hosted two book launches in the late fall: Larry 
Jacobsen presented an informative slideshow and 
talk supporting his new book, Salmo Stories and Sam 
McBride shared stories and photos of his grandfather 
from his book, The Bravest Canadian. The food 
collected during the month of December as part of 
the members’ shop promo was donated to the St. 
Saviours Food Pantry. 

When the Touchstones Shop opened in 2006 we were 
proud to showcase 13 talented local artists and 
artisans. It is hard to believe that we start 2013 with 
104 artisans, authors and craft people!  As always we 
will continue to search for new and exciting work to 
bring to you. This year maybe your own work will be a 
part of the Members’ Show and Sale!

In other news, we are excited to announce that we 
are partnering with other organizations from South 
Eastern British Columbia to produce unique and 
inexpensive souvenir and gift items. We expect the 
first product to be available in mid-spring.

Remember that shopping at Touchstones Nelson 
not only supports the artists and artisans in our 
community but aids the day to day operations at 
Touchstones Nelson. Your support means the world to 
us. Thank you to all of you for making 2012 a great 
success and here’s to an even better 2013!

Alex Dudley, Manager of Visitor Services, presented Ean 
Gower, of St. Saviours Anglican Church, with the proceeds of 
Touchstones Nelson’s December Food Drive.

Touchstones Nelson: Museum of Art and History • 502 Vernon St., Nelson, BC V1L 4E7
P 250.352.9813 • F 250.352.9810 • www.touchstonesnelson.ca

The Society recognizes the generous and ongoing support of the City of Nelson and the Province of British Columbia 
through the BC Arts Council and Gaming Revenue and premiere exhibition sponsor Nelson & District Credit Union.

City of Nelson

STAFF DIRECTORY
Executive Director: 
 Leah Best—director@touchstonesnelson.ca

Curators (shared): 
• Rod Taylor—rod@touchstonesnelson.ca or  
 exhibitions@touchstonesnelson.ca 
• Jessica Demers—jessica@touchstonesnelson.ca or 
 exhibitions@touchstonesnelson.ca

Archivist/Collections Manager: 
 Laura Fortier—collections@touchstonesnelson.ca

Visitor Services Manager: 
 Alex Dudley — shop@touchstonesnelson.ca

Executive Assistant, Volunteer/Membership Coordinator: 
 Linda Sawchyn — linda@touchstonesnelson.ca  
 or info@touchstonesnelson.ca
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